MHS PTA/Partnerships Minutes - 3/11/2010
MHS Lecture Hall 
The meeting was held in the Lecture Hall.  Co-Presidents Jane Cooke and Lisa Schuerholz-Winters welcomed 38 attendees which was a mixture of parents, teachers and students.  There was a half hour business meeting followed by a Presentation entitled “How do I Keep My Adolescent Safe in the World of Dating?”
PTA/Partnerships Business.
Secretary’s Report.  The minutes from the last meeting were reviewed.  A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.  All were in favor.

Treasurer’s Report.  Jean Monahan presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Various line items were reviewed comparing what was budgeted against current amounts.

The mini-grants had been budgeted for $2200 but $2390 had actually been spent.

· $500 - Amani Kabal for an outside group to come to the school to perform a Math Play

· $300 - Ann Buchanan for the Book Club

· $200 - Nicole Iovanne for the Art Department to purchase a camera for Photography classes

· $1100 - David Reynolds for DECA to help defray costs for the program as there is not enough support from BOE this year
· $200 -. Nancy Stella for purchase of a WII for the Gaming Club
· $90 - Donna Caswell for a science DVD

Art Committee Report
The Art Committee has been working to decorate the walls in the school with artwork.  The back of the PTA/Partnerships meeting agenda had a copy of a banner that will be placed in the auditorium hallway.  Marco Gaylord had requested that this display photos from the school’s first musical production, The Sound of Music.  The committee would like to do more photo banners but they are expensive and more money is needed.
The Art Committee encourages student participation.  Student artwork has been hung in the Media Center.  Student art is also found in Administrative offices, at the Board of Education and downtown.

Plant Sale

The PTA/Partnerships/VoAg Plant Sale is the only PTA fundraiser.  The co-presidents indicated that other members should take charge of this because they are working in other areas.  They suggested the organization of a Plant Sale Committee which needs to get underway soon.  The committee would meet with VoAg teacher Rebecca Isaacson.  VoAg has been growing plants for the sale.  They will bring back the car wash and dog wash that was done last year.  They would also like to have a local pet adoption agency come with a booth to find homes for pets.

There are notes from previous Plant Sales to assist the new committee.  PTA/Partnerships has been working with Pine Ledge Nursery in Portland.  The nursery assisted with picking out plants.  They delivered the plants on Friday and picked up the plants that did not sell on Monday.  Usually there is a good turnout of volunteers the day of the sale.
Darlene Przekopski, a veteran Plant Sale volunteer, volunteered to be the chair.  Jean Monahan volunteered to place announcements with local newspapers.
It is possible that this year there may be a huge track meet at the school the same day as the Plant Sale.  If it does happen the committee will have to take this into consideration when planning.  A member suggested holding the plant sale at Keigwin in case this does occur.  Darlene will contact Rebecca soon to set up a meeting.

Miscellaneous
Kyle Barreuther won the PTA membership raffle at the January PTA meeting.  The prize was a $75 gift certificate to a Middletown business of her choice.  She generously opted instead to return the money to PTA/Partnerships for their use.
How do I Keep My Adolescent Safe in the World of Dating?
Guest Speakers were from New Horizons – Domestic Violence Services (A Service of the Community Health Center)

Michele Waldner – Program Director
Melanie Smith – Child Advocate

The presentation began with the viewing of a news clip of Katie Couric reporting on Teen Dating Violence.  There was discussion of the clip and then the presenters walked through a powerpoint document.  The group stopped often to discuss the topics presented.  The powerpoint covered the role electronic media plays in enabling abuse, modeling from adults, physical abuse, sexual abuse, electronic aggression, facts, warnings signs, warning signs for educators, healthy relationships and resources.  Many of the students in the audience shared their thoughts.
New Horizons – Domestic Violence Services covers sixteen towns in Middlesex Country and has no fee for its presentation. However, it has not been invited into the schools very often.

The speakers brought literature which included their Middletown contacts:

Phone:  860-344-9599

Fax:  860-344-9953

Hotline: 860-347-3044

Justin Carbonella, Middletown Youth Advocate, is also putting together a similar presentation that will take place soon.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Abong'o 

Pending approval by the PTA/Partnerships membership

