MHS PTA/Partnerships Minutes - 4/8/2010
MHS Lecture Hall 
The meeting was held in the Lecture Hall.  Total attendance was nine including the two guest speakers and Principal Bob Fontaine.
PTA/Partnerships Business.
Secretary’s Report.  The minutes from the last meeting were reviewed.  A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.  All were in favor.

Plant Sale

The Plant Sale Chair Darlene Przekopski reported that we are in good shape for the May 8th Plant Sale.   Darlene has submitted the paperwork needed to obtain a permit to put up the large signs in certain locations in town.  Darlene brought in posters for distribution to members to put up around town.  VoAg teacher Rebecca Isaacson has a large number of plants ready for the plant sale this year.  Pine Ledge will drop the plants off on Friday May 7th and then pick up on Monday May 10th.  There will be pre-ordering for teachers who would like to pick up their plants on Friday.  Darlene has asked Rebecca to clearly label the VoAg plants to make sure that VoAg gets its correct share of the proceeds.
May 13th Pot Luck
The next PTA/Partnerships meeting was supposed to be a presentation of student success stories at the school.  Only one story was submitted, however.  Instead there will be a pot luck that may involve other groups that have volunteers such as Boosters.  PTA members from Woodrow Wilson’s 8th grade will be invited to introduce them to the MHS PTA/Partnerships and other groups.

Speakers
Guest Speakers were Karen Veith from the MHS School based Health Center and Cindy Gruss who is a Physical Trainer from Valley Physical Therapy.
Topic: Overview and Services Available at the MHS School Based Health Center (Karen Veith)
Karen is a Nurse Practitioner who is available on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  She is employed by the Community Health Center.  She is not full time at MHS because she splits her time between MHS and another school.  
If a student does not feel well, Karen can dispense medications.  Some students believe they cannot afford these services but they will not be charged.  If a student is enrolled in Husky then  the plan will be charged but the student will not pay.  If the student has private insurance then no charge will be made to the student and the private insurance is not billed either.  There is a $10 co pay for behavioral health services and a $30 charge for a visit to the dental hygienist.  A mobile dentist comes twice a year and can do sealants, fluoride treatments, etc..  Cavities can be diagnosed but can’t be treated.  The student must see a private dentist to fix cavities.

Karen dispenses medical treatment for colds, allergies, sore throats, etc.  She also does sports physicals and regular physicals.  This is helpful to parents who are very busy since they don’t have to take their children to the private doctor.  Karen can fax information to the students’ private doctors.  Some parents sign up for the health center but not the dentist.
The school has a school nurse, social worker and a psychologist and these positions are funded differently than MHS School Based Health Center.  These resources also work out of a different location in the building.

Once a student is enrolled, he or she does not have to re-enroll each year.

Topic: Preventing Sports Injuries (Cindy Gruss)

Cindy has been a Physical Trainer for 17 years and is employed by Valley Physical Training which has contracts with individual schools..  An athletic trainer’s tasks include assessing injuries, doing on-site emergency evaluations, etc..  They contract for 25 hours of service per week and are on a flexible schedule depending on the sports schedule.  They will divide their time among sports but sometimes have to prioritize.  For example, football is often a higher priority because it is a collision sport.  Likewise varsity swimming would take precedence over freshman swimming.  The types of injuries they are currently seeing are shin splints, ankle injuries and dislocations.  If she holds a student athlete out of practice, she calls the parents.  Cindy spent the rest of her time answering specific questions parents had about their children.

The meeting was not wrapped up very formally due to it being quite small.  The next meeting will be at 6:30PM on May 13th.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Abong'o 

Pending approval by the PTA/Partnerships membership

