MHS PTA/Partnerships Minutes - 1/14/2010
MHS Lecture Hall 
The meeting was help in the Lecture Hall for a Panel Discussion by Guidance and Department Heads. 
Panel
Guidance – Ralph D’Amato

English – Chris Darby

World Languages – Andres Alphonso
Science – Richard Pelczar
Social Studies – Kathy Adams

Mathematics – Bryan Hand
Business – Joan Harvey

Principal Bob Fontaine

The panel responded to questions and covered a wide variety of topics.  The following list includes some of the items that were discussed.
· Students changing academic levels.  There are four academic levels for Grades 10 to 12, Regular, College, Advanced (referred to as Honors in the Cambridge Group Report) and Advanced Placement.  There are two academic levels for Grade 9, College and Advanced.  Students are allowed to change levels if this makes sense.  Within the first couple of weeks of school, Guidance can make the change.  If the change is to be made later than the first few weeks then Guidance will consult with the department head and the current teacher.  Guidelines indicate that if a student is to be moved up a level then that should be done quickly so that the student does not get behind in the new level.  However, if it seems reasonable to do so, Guidance may allow a student to be moved outside the suggested guidelines.

· Advanced vs. Advanced Placement.  The main difference between Advanced and Advanced Placement is workload.  Advanced Placement classes are equivalent to taking a college course.  Students must take a rigorous test and may be able to waive a class or earn college credit if they pass.  The Advanced Placement class syllabus must be approved by the College Board.  Advanced Placement teachers must go through College Board training.

· UCONN vs. Advanced Placement.  UCONN classes are equivalent to classes offered at UCONN.  Parents pay $25/credit to UCONN and if the student passes the class, he or she will earn UCONN credit.  For example, Western Civilization is a UCONN class, earns the student six credits and costs $150 ($75/semester).  AP classes are given through the College Board, not UCONN.  An AP exam must be taken and costs $85.  If the student passes the exam, he or she may not have to take the 101 class in college.  It is not guaranteed that credits will be earned.  If credits are not earned, then the student would benefit by taking the 101 class in college.  Both UCONN and AP classes require motivation and endurance.
· Merger of Regular and College Levels in Grade 9.  The combining of Regular and College levels in Grade 9 was driven by the need to address the low D’s being achieved in Regular classes.  So far, the amount of failures and D’s are about the same but behavior issues are down and the rigor of classes is up.  Combining levels has improved the student teacher ratios.  The English department feels that rigor and high expectations are being maintained for all students.  The Math team was concerned at first but teachers have more common planning time and are learning how to meet the student needs through differentiated teaching.
· Course Selection for Next Year.  Course Selection for next year will be done in February.  New this year, each student will meet individually with a guidance counselor.  Since English is a subject taken by every one, the English classes will be brought to Guidance for these meetings.  Guidance wants to build better relationships with students and help them take their career interests into account when choosing electives.  If a student chooses classes within the same academic level and discipline, parents are not asked to signoff.  Parental signoff is needed when students change academic levels.  Parents are welcomed to visit Guidance to look at the schedule.
· DECA, FBLA, Skills USA.  Business provided clarification of its classes and clubs.  DECA (Distributed Education Clubs of America) is made up of a club and retailing and marketing classes.  DECA is marketing focused and the club competes with other DECA chapters.  FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) is made up of a club and accounting classes. For DECA and FBLA, students can take the class but not participate in the club.  For FBLA, students can be in the club without having to take the classes. Skills USA if a co-op work program open to all students for preparing for the work force.

· Choices after taking American Studies.  American Studies is offered in Grade 10 and combines Social Studies and English.  The rigor of American Studies is at the highest level and students can move on from American Studies to College, Advanced or Advanced Placement levels.  For students moving to Advanced Placement classes, summer reading is expected.  Teachers meet with students in the early part of May to review the course syllabus and expectations.

· Importance of Extra-Curriculars for College Applicants.  Colleges give the most weight to the applicant’s transcript, strength of courses, GPA, how many labs and years of math and languages.  Next is importance is standardized testing.  Considered but much less in importance are recommendations, the essay and extra-curriculars.
PTA/Partnerships Business
· Guidance Head Ralph D’Amato distributed the draft MHS Mission Statement to membership.  The Mission Statement committee would like input from parents.  The next meeting is at the end of February.  Contact damator@mps1.org or rauccid@mps1.org
· Marco Gaylord is on the Middletown Public Schools Cultural Council and has requested a MHS PTA rep on the Council’s Arts Committee.  The Arts Committee meets fours times per year and the next meeting is 1/21/2010.
· The Minutes from the 11/11/2009 PTA meeting were reviewed.  A Motion to approve the minutes as written was made and seconded.
· The next PTA/Partnerships meeting will be on 3/11/2010.  Instead of a February Meeting, the PTA/Partnerships will be at the school on 2/3/2010 to have a table at the event  focused on Junior parents and college planning, course Information for next year for all parents and 8th Grade parents of incoming Freshman.
· Membership discussed ideas for increasing members.  Per Sally Boske, only PTA groups with 100 or more members can PTA give out a senior award.  PTA/Partnerships membership stands at 72.  Shelly Peters, Membership, has been making up fliers.  PTA/Partnerships will visit other parent groups to drum up membership.  Tracy Stanley volunteered to speak to the Booster Club.
· Future PTA/Partnerships meetings will have topics on safety and student dating, sports injuries and positive success stories.
· The mini-grants committee will meet soon to decide on how the mini-grant money should be disbursed.  The deadline for teachers to apply is 1/15/2010.
· Kyle Barreuther won the PTA membership raffle.  The prize is a $50 gift certificate to a Middletown business of his choice.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Abong'o 

Pending approval by the PTA/Partnerships membership

